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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH, 

Transcript of Service for Sunday 17.10.21; Harvest 

 

Welcome, Introduction and Intimations: Session clerk 
 

Introduction and Welcome  

Good morning. 

Wherever you have come from today, whether you come here regularly, or occasionally, 

you are welcome to our worship. Your presence enriches us in this time of fellowship and 

celebration.  Today we rejoice and give thanks for Harvest. 

 
Let us pause for a moment and know that God is here among us. 

 

Pause 

 

A gathering prayer 

'In God alone is my soul at rest.  He alone is my rock, my strength'. 
There are things on my mind, things bothering me, things I have to do, but, for this short 

time, let me put them aside, know his presence, rejoice in his goodness.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship: 

As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.  (Gen 8:22; NRSV) 
 

Let us worship God: 

 

Hymn 233 Come, you thankful people, come” 

 

First Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 
In golden leaves and shortening days, in misty mornings, and the glow of autumn, 

we see signs of summer's passing, ebbing away in damp, and rain, and chilly winds, 

and we turn to God to bring thanks for harvest. 

 

Creator God, who brings forth both green shoot and hoar frost, sunrise and sunset,  

we give thanks for seeds that have grown, harvests gathered, stores filled, mouths fed, 
and, as your good earth rests through winter's cold grip,  

we look forward in confidence to its re-awakening in the first touch of a new spring. 

 

Loving God, 

for industry and creativity in its many forms we give you thanks: 

for the work of farmers and fishermen and all who produce our food; 
for the skills of weaver, potter, and artist, and of all who take the basics you have given 

and make of them things of usefulness and beauty. 

For fruitfulness of ever kind, for selfless love; 

for grace; wisdom; knowledge; sacrifice; 

we give you thanks. 

 

Gracious God, 
by faith we gaze up to the heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars that you have established, and know that this is your creation. 

 

By faith we pluck an ear of corn and know that, within its symmetry, 

lies the chemistry of life, the potential of creation within our hands. 

 
By faith we listen for your voice, the whisper that breathed a world into existence, 
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yet speaks to the prayers of our soul. 

By faith we strive to do your will, clinging to your word, 

knowing that the strength that we receive has its source within the love 

that is at the centre of all things. 
 

Grant us O God 

that the beauty of this world and the love that created it 

may be expressed though our lives, and may be a blessing to others, now and always. 

 

These things we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who taught us to pray saying: 
Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead 

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the Kingdom the Power and the Glory for ever Amen. 

 
Readings:  Willie is going to read for us today: 

Three short readings: 

 

Leviticus 19: 1-2 and verse 9. 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I 
the LORD your God am holy. 

9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field, 

or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the 

fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am 

the LORD your God. 

2 Corinthians 9: 6b-15 

The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide you with 

every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.  As it is written, 

‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.’ 

 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 

sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for 

your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering 

of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 

thanksgivings to God.  Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience 

to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and 
with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of 

God that he has given you.  Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

Matthew 9: 35-38 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.  

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 

plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

labourers into his harvest. 

 

Hy 2: Hymn 137 All things bright and beautiful 
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Message 

 

Maybe there is nothing to say about harvest that has not been said many times already, but 

there are things worth saying again.  At its simplest, the harvest service is an opportunity to 
offer to God everything and everybody that helps in bringing food to our tables. 

 

In Orkney we live close to the land, and to the sea, and we know about the harvest of both. 

In other parts of the country people associate food with the supermarket rather than the 

farm.  Food comes processed and packaged, and some folk have no idea where it comes 

from. 

 
With increasing mechanisation, harvest is less of an event than it was, yet the harvest service 

remains an important occasion in the church year.  We think of the practical aspects of the 

harvest, recall stories about harvests past, and it seems right and natural to thank God. 

 

In good times, all this is easy, but in poor years, when produce rots in the fields, it may be 

harder to be sincere in our thanks to God.  Time then to remind ourselves that, even in a bad 
year, we are much better off than millions of people throughout the world who have no 

harvest at all.  We thank God, and we pray for people affected by drought, or floods, by war 

and terrorism and all the rest, and maybe our conscience moves us to contribute to Christian 

Aid, or to one of the charities that struggle to even out the gulf between rich and poor. 

 

Harvest reminds us of the regular cycle of the year, the ordered pattern of life, and God’s 
assurance that this will continue: 

As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 

and night, shall not cease.’  (Gen. 8:22) 

 

We remember the many references that Jesus made to harvest, and we are drawn into 

thinking about their spiritual meaning.  The story of the wheat and the tares: which are we?  

Good grain or weeds? 
Jesus warns that the harvest is ready, but the labourers few: are we prepared to do anything 

to help? 

 

The Sower, the seed, and the ground where it fell.  What kind of ground might we might be?  

Can the seed grow in us?  Do we produce a good crop? 

What about our responsibility to be the sower: to obey Jesus’s command – his Great 
Commission - to sow the seed, to spread the gospel, to other people? 

 

Harvest and harvesting have a lot to teach us about life, how we should live it, and how we 

should treat other people. 

 

I’m sure we’ve already considered together the steps that have to be followed in crop 
farming, or in gardening, and how they can be applied to spiritual gardening too. 

 

1.  First, Prepare the soil 

Unless the ground is cleared and ploughed and prepared it will not be ready to receive the 

seed, and will yield no produce.  If people are to receive the Word, they must be prepared as 

well.   

 
Do the trials and tragedies that we all see in our own lives, and in the lives of others, remind 

us of our need for God – and God’s need for us too?  God invites each one of us to be 

instruments of his purpose – to be part of what his Spirit is accomplishing in the lives of his 

people. 

 

An exciting thought.  A challenging thought: but how to do it?  We need to prepare ourselves 
first.  We read the Bible.  We pray. 
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The ground – the people out there, and maybe in here too – desperately need the seed - the 

Word - but they don’t know it, or they pretend they don’t need it. 

 

The only way that we can lead folk to consider what we may have to say is to show them that 
we have something enormously worth having that they do not have.  We do that by showing 

honesty, and integrity, in our public and private life, especially when many people in the 

public eye do exactly the opposite.  By showing compassion: by treating other people as we 

would wish them to treat us. 

 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven. (Matt 5:16, NRSV). 
 

Don’t tell: show – at least until people are ready to listen. 

 

2. We prepare the Seed: 

What kind of seed do we sow?  Does our seed help others, or obstruct them? 

Do we show them the way to God, or put them off? 
What would Jesus think of our witness? 

 

Paul tells us: 

“You will harvest what you plant.  If you follow your selfish desires, you will harvest 

destruction, but if you follow the Spirit, you will harvest eternal life.” (Gal. 6:7-8; CEV) 

 
We carry a heavy responsibility: if we distort the teaching of Jesus we reap the 

consequences.  We reap what we sow. 

 

3.  After preparing the soil, we have to sow the seed. 

How to do it?  Not easy – but it is easy to put people off. 

There are well-intentioned people in the main streets of our big cities who accost you and 

demand to know if you’ve been saved.  Enthusiastic, desperate to tell you their message: but 
you see folk cross the road to avoid them, and maybe they alienate more people than they 

attract. 

 

What does influence you to try something new?  The example of somebody else: the 

realisation that he/she has something worthwhile that you don’t. 

 
If we can show by our example that we have something worthwhile, we may be in a position 

to tell other people just what that something is, and where it came from. 

 

We need to talk openly, naturally, confidently, with absolute assurance and conviction, about 

what our Christian faith means to us in our everyday life.  To show people that, for us, it 

really does make a difference.  Being a witness for Christ is not just a label, but a whole way 
of life. 

 

Sometimes we will witness for Christ consciously and purposefully, but most times we won’t 

even notice that we’re doing it. 

 

Jesus said: “By their fruit you will recognise them” (Matt. 7:16). 

Our ‘witness’ means living the Christian life. 
Standing up for Christian standards in the face of an increasingly secular world. 

Being non-judgemental – hate the sin and love the sinner. 

 

Not easy!  We must beware of being seen as hypocrites. 

If there’s one human failing –one sin – that frightens me, and I think, should frighten us all, it 

is hypocrisy.  It is widespread in politics and public life.  It’s a constant danger in our Church 
life. 
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Being insincere.  Seeing faults in other people without recognising our own. 

The mote and the beam, the splinter and the plank.  Don’t do as I do, do as I say. 

Beware!.  Time and again Jesus criticises people for hypocrisy. 

We have to live up to what we believe. 
 

4.  We must look after the growing plants 

You don’t just sow the seed and forget all about it.  You spend time and effort in 

management - water, fertilizer, weed control.  You need to keep at it, and you have to be 

prepared for the times when, despite your best efforts, you get poor results. 

 

We have to show the love of God to the world, and keep doing it.  That’s what Jesus told us 
to do! 

 

We meet people in our daily lives who know nothing about Jesus Christ, or about the Way of 

life that is so important to us.  People who accept questionable standards of morality and 

behaviour without even thinking about it.  People who will tell you openly and honestly that, 

much as they may respect your point of view, they find nothing in today’s church that is 
relevant to their lives.  They’re doing perfectly well, thank you – and often, it seems, so they 

are. 

 

What do we have in our lives that they don’t have?  We can’t tell them – we have to show 

them.  Show them that we are different, and that it is worth being different. 

 
Some people come to Christ on a wave of emotion in response to some life event or some 

desperate need - the “Damascus Road” experience.  Some will even suggest that you’re not 

really a Christian unless you have had an experience like that.  I think most of us come 

gradually to the realisation that the Christian Way has such compelling power that there is no 

alternative but to follow. 

 

We have to reach out to other people in love.  We lead by example. 
 

5.  What of the harvest itself? 

It is the Holy Spirit who gathers in the harvest.  In the spiritual sense we may – we must – 

sow the seed, but we may never see the result.  We are the labourers in the harvest field, the 

labourers in the vineyard, the voice and the hands of God in this place.  God speaks and acts 

through us.  We content ourselves with that. 
 

We are also the harvest.  Are we corn or weeds? 

Have we produced a good crop from the seed sown in us? 

 

As we celebrate our Harvest Thanksgiving, let us thank God for the produce of fields and of 

sea; for life; for food; for family and friends; for the privilege of living our lives in this 
beautiful and peaceful place.  And let us hold in our hearts those who are so much worse off. 

 

Let us thank God also for the opportunities, the challenges, the duties, that face us as we 

think of harvest in its wider sense.  Then let us express our gratitude in acts of love, sharing 

and giving. 

 

Then we may be counted not only as good labourers in the harvest field, but as a good 
harvest, safely gathered in. 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria 

 

Hy 3: Hymn 153: Great is thy faithfulness, 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession 
NB Responses: 
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Let us pray: 

God of Love, 

We thank you for your gifts in creation: 

for our world, and the heavens which tell of your glory; 
our land, with its beauty and resources, and for the rich heritage we enjoy. 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 

All: May we learn to remember others. 

 

Today we bring to you the fruits of our labours; 

our joys and our achievements, our hopes and our disappointments, 

our plans and our dreams. 
 

We ask you to accept these tokens of the work of our hands, of our minds and our hearts. 

May all be used for your purposes. 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 

All: May we learn to remember others.  Amen. 

 
As we come in gratitude for our harvest, 

we give thanks for what we have eaten today; what we wear today; 

for the songs we have sung today; the thoughts of gratitude that fill our minds today. 

 

It was not of our choosing that we live where we live, and how we live. 

It is not of our deserving that we are not impoverished, and hungry, and without hope in the 
world, but through the love of our God. 

 

In that knowledge, we remember those who do not celebrate, 

those who do not share equally in the rewards of the harvest. 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 

All: May we learn to remember others. 

 
We pray for all people who have a poor harvest, or none at all; 

where crops have failed, where harvest has been hindered by climate, 

or by the Covid Pandemic, or destroyed amid the chaos of war. 

We pray for people with insufficient resources to tend their land, 

for all who are exploited and denied a just reward for their labours, 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 
All: May we learn to remember others. 

 

As we celebrate our abundance, our prosperity, 

let us remember those in our world who have so much less: 

the poor, the hungry, the homeless, the oppressed; 

those overwhelmed by disaster, driven by famine to the brink of starvation. 
May we find means to respond with love and concern, 

and to extend whatever help we can. 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 

All: May we learn to remember others. 

 

This harvest time may our hearts be stirred and our consciences quickened 

to turn from the selfish indulgence that seeks our own comforts and ignores the needy,  
so that, from our plenty, we may share with all who cry out for help. 

May the time come when all have enough, and none too much. 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 

All: May we learn to remember others. 

 

At this time we remember also all who are known to us who are in any kind of need: 
those who are ill, at home, or in hospital or hospice; 
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people who are sad, or worried, or lonely; 

all those for whom we have special concerns. 

 

Pause 
 

L: As God has richly blessed us, 

All: May we learn to remember others. 

 

We ask all these things in the name of Christ, Amen. 

 

Choir: Hy 229: We plough the fields and scatter the good seed 
 

Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ or All-age Talk 

There was once a spider who lived in a cornfield.  He was a big spider and he had spun a 

beautiful web between the corn stalks.  He got fat eating all the bugs that got caught in his 

web.  He liked his home and planned to stay there for the rest of his life. 

 
One day the spider caught a little bug in his web, and just as the spider was about to eat him, 

the bug said, “If you let me go I will tell you something important that will save your life”. 

 

The spider paused for a moment and listened because he was amused.  “You’d better get out 

of this cornfield”, the little bug said, “The harvest is coming!” 

 
The spider smiled and said, “What is this harvest you are talking about?  I think you are just 

telling me a story”.  But the little bug said, “Oh no, it is true.  The owner of this field is 

coming to harvest it soon.  All the stalks will be knocked down and the corn will be gathered 

up.  You will be killed by the giant machines if you stay here”. 

 

The spider said, “I don’t believe in harvests and giant machines that knock down corn stalks.  

How can you prove this?” 
 

The little bug continued, “Just look at the corn.  See how it is planted in rows?  It proves this 

field was created by an intelligent designer”.  The spider laughed and mockingly said, “This 

field has evolved and has nothing to do with a creator.  Corn always grows that way". 

The bug went on to explain: “Oh no.  This field belongs to the owner who planted it, and the 

harvest is coming soon”.  The spider grinned and said to the little bug, “I don’t believe you!” 
and then the spider ate the little bug for lunch. 

 

A few days later, the spider was laughing about the story the little bug had told him.  He 

thought to himself, “A harvest!  What a silly idea.  I have lived here all of my life and nothing 

has ever disturbed me.  I have been here since these stalks were just a foot off the ground, 

and I’ll be here for the rest of my life, because nothing is ever going to change in this field.  
Life is good, and I have it made”. 

 

The next day was a beautiful sunny day in the cornfield.  The sky above was clear and there 

was no wind at all.  That afternoon as the spider was about to take a nap, he noticed some 

thick dusty clouds moving toward him.  He could hear the roar of a great engine and he said 

to himself, “I wonder what that could be?” 

(Edited from a story rewritten by Malladi Venkata Krishna Murthy: original unknown.) 
 

Closing Hy 4: 468 – Son of God, eternal Saviour 

 

Closing Words and Benediction:  

Jesus told us that the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers few. 

With his help may you hear his call to be workers in his harvest. 
Stay safe in the way of Christ, 
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and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you, and remain with you, 

now and always.  Amen 
 

Doxology 

……………………………………………………………………………. 

 


